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COMMISSION ON OUTREACH AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Minutes 
March 4, 2010 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

325 Burruss Hall 
 
Attendance: Ray Ali, Jan Helge Bøhn, John Browder, Andrea Brunais, Jeri Childers, Terry 

Clements, S.K. De Datta, John Dooley, François Elvinger, Lori Greiner, 
Reed Kennedy (sub for Devi Gnyawali), Gary Long, Joao Macieira, Sharon 
Meehan, Fadel Megahed, Lenah Nguyen (via phone), Thomas Olson (sub for 
Bob Smith), Max Stephenson, Jane Wemhoener, John Provo (guest), Patrick 
Miller (guest), Nancy Franz (guest), Nicole Sanderlin (guest) 

 
Absent:  Susan Clark, Billie Jean Elmer, Devi Gnyawali, A.L. (Tom) Hammett, Mike 

Roberts, Rick Rudd, Ted Settle, Gerhardt Schurig, Bob Smith 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

Terry Clements welcomed everyone. Self-introductions were made. 
 
2. Agenda Approval 

Terry Clements requested approval of the agenda; motion was made to approve; it 
was seconded and the agenda was approved. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes, February 11, 2010 

Terry Clements announced that the February 11, 2010 minutes are currently under 
review to the group to be electronically approved and will be forwarded to University 
Council for approval. 

 
4. Chairman’s Report 

Terry Clements gave the report on the University Council meeting that occurred on 
March 1, 2010.  Discussion included the resolution for winter break closings.  The 
second reading will be in late March.  There was also approval of the resolution for 
ammunition to be stored at the Police Department.  Minutes are posted at the website: 
http://www.governance.vt.edu. 

 
5. Engagement Academy Team Update 

Ray Ali, Nancy Franz, Patrick Miller, John Provo and Nicole Sanderlin were in 
attendance to give the group an update on the Engagement Academy Team.  The 
Team has worked in the past year on college-based conversations focused on 
Engaged Scholarship. 
 
Nancy reported on conducting eight focus groups that included faculty, graduates and 
administrators that discussed experiences about engagement; promotion and tenure; 
hiring processes; and day to day activities.  There were many different thoughts on 
what engaged scholarship is.  A draft of their initial findings is attached.  Discussion 
included how staff can be involved in the process. (see attached) 
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A website is being created with a portal for faculty to share their stories.  It was noted 
that Service Learning Center needs to be updated to reflect Student Engagement and 
Community Partnerships. 
 

6. Engagement White Paper Discussion 
This item will be carried over to next meeting. 

 
7. Commission Board Member Comments 

No comments were made due to time. 
 
8. Reports 
 

a. University Council on International Affairs (UCIA) 
John Browder sent out his summary electronically (see attached). 

 
b. Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) 

Ray Ali sent the following summary: 
 

Extension has been inundated with the FYs 2011 and 2012 Biennium House Bill 
30 Budget Amendment that proposes a reorganization of the system.  Information 
can be found at http://leg1.state.va.us/101/bud/SubCom/HB30Committee.PDF, 
item 219 #2h. p. 78. 
 
In summary, the amendment, which was passed by the House 59 to 40 last 
Thursday, eliminates eight urban offices, eliminates family and consumer science 
programs, community viability programs, and lawn and garden programs, and 
consolidates 29 units to 13. 

 
Dates for 2009-2010, 3:30-4:30 p.m.; 325 Burruss Hall 
April 8, 2010 
May 6, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kimberly Rhodes 
Recording Secretary 

















UCIA Meeting 
February 25, 2010 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
International Affairs Office, Meeting Room A  
 

summary 
1. Guests present:  

 Steven Capaldo, legal counsel 

 Rohsaan Settle, student conduct 
 

2. Education Abroad updates 
General updates: 

 Sponsored workshop on international experience resume building (Feb. 23) and 
Education Abroad expo (Feb. 24) to include information on internships and service 
learning; events well attended 

 Held area studies session on Asia (Feb. 2) and will hold on Europe on Mar. 2 

 Overall enrollments are stable; drops in interest noted after students return from winter 
break and summer program enrollment is dependent on placement of internships 

Alcohol policy: 

 Changes made to terminology referring to ‘regional centers abroad’ and ‘Hokie 
Handbook;’ updated ‘Tips for Hosting a Safe and Successful Event’ 

 Steven Capaldo addressed faculty concerns regarding responsibility for 
student/underage drinking; student conduct will handle behavioral issues and laws of 
the country in which the incidents/activities occur will take precedence over 
Commonwealth regulations.  Faculty still has duty to manage and monitor events.  
Discussion ensued as to sanctions for disruptive behavior; referrals can be handled via 
telephone/videoconference and consequences (warnings, suspensions) would be 
determined based on prior incidents. 

 Questions raised: Should a student with a prior alcohol or behavior violation stateside 
be permitted to attend a study abroad trip? How are thresholds of behavior defined in 
contexts of international settings?  There should be follow‐up on these issues. 

 Group consensus was that the policy as amended permits students under the age of 21 
to drink at university‐sponsored events while protecting faculty from vulnerability to 
litigation; motion was made by Cynthia Bonner, seconded by Richard Shryock and 
approved   

Health policy: 

 Need to make faculty aware of options and commonalities for health insurance; it can 
be purchased for a few dollars per day 

 Should students be required to have a doctor’s note testifying to their physical and 
emotional preparedness for education abroad activities?  Legal counsel does not seem 
to think implementation of this would be an issue; it would not be used to accept or 
deny students’ participation but merely to raise faculty awareness of potential issues 
and ways that all students can be accommodated. 

 Although International Student Identification Cards offer insurance and are available at 
Cranwell, physicals are not required for admission/attendance at Virginia Tech; there 
are also cultural and religious considerations  

 Physicians may be aware of conditions but not in the context of international travel. 



 

 This strategy has been approved by legal counsel as meeting students’ needs; it offers faculty 
the opportunity to discreetly adapt programs based on participants’ requirements 

 Mental health issues are not so easily identified 

 A document with these options has been prepared and is in the process of being reviewed by 
legal counsel before being brought back to the UCIA for further discussion 

 
3.  Emergency Preparedness for International Activities 

 Crisis in Haiti has raised concerns as to how personnel can be evacuated in times of crisis 

 Organizations such as Global Rescue can be contracted for on‐call evacuation services; this is a 
requirement in place for international donor‐funded projects involving faculty and staff 

 Difficult to track and monitor all international travel; during AIEA conference it was mentioned 
that 95% of colleges/universities do not have this rescue system in place.  This should be 
investigated further; if VT is already paying for this service because of USAID projects, can the 
coverage be extended to a wider range of participants/travelers 

 
4. Update on international activities 

 Jeanna Stewart reported on international programs in College of Engineering, including program 
for freshmen designed to serve as an introduction to study abroad opportunities that also 
provides networking, internships, and student referrals 

 College has initiated a zero‐credit designation for service learning projects; also has an 
international programs faculty committee and an alumni board consisting of former VT students 
currently living or having lived abroad for networking opportunities 

 Has a RA working in the Education Abroad office to help increase visibility for College of 
Engineering 

 Zero‐credit program discussed further among council members; CLAHS has considered this idea 
as well as a positive means of collecting information on international projects such as students 
involvement in other areas such as church mission trips. 
 

5. Haiti/Caribbean working group 

 John Dooley announced creation of this group in response to interest by faculty, staff and 
students after the January earthquake.  Group is being led by Patrick Guilbaud and Bryan Cloyd 
and will operate in context of the broader Caribbean faculty initiatives.  Please refer interested 
parties to Betty Watts (bettyw@vt.edu). 
 

6. Informational items 

 Dr. Browder asked Reed Kennedy of Pamplin to provide next month’s update on college 
international activities 

 
7. Next meeting: Thursday, March 25 (2:00 – 3:30 p.m.) 
       
 

 
 




