
University Council Minutes 
December 4, 2017 

3:00 PM 
1045 Pamplin Hall 

 
 
Present: Tim Sands (presiding), Rosemary Blieszner,Richard Blythe, Cyril Clarke, Greg Daniel, Alan Grant, 
Theresa Mayer, Scott Midkiff, Robin Panneton for Sally Morton, April Myers, Nikeshia Arthur for Kelly Oaks, 
Kim O’Rourke, Angela Simmons for Patty Perillo, Julie Farmer for Charles Phlegar, Menah Pratt-Clarke, Julia 
Ross, Savita Sharma for Dwight Shelton, Gina French for Robert Sumichrast, Tyler Walters, Kim Akers for Lisa 
Wilkes, Sherwood Wilson, Paul Winistorfer, Richard Ashley, Janice Austin, Jan Helge Bøhn, Kevin Edgar, 
John Ferris, Deyu Hu, Virginia Pannabecker for Jen Irish, Chris Saunders, Lori Buchanan for Tammie Smith, 
Dean Stauffer, Qichao Wang for Monty Abbas, Diane Agud, Susan Anderson, Bob Hicok, Eric Kaufman, David 
Tegarden, Lynn Abbott, Matthew Gabriele, Kurt Zimmerman for Tom Inzana, Yan Jiao, Christopher, Zobel, 
LaTawnya Burleson, Sue Teel for Tracey Drowne, Erin Poff, Adrienne Young for Glenda Scales, Lydia  
Tewolde for Ginai Seabron,, Adwoa Baah-Dwomoh, Alexandra Hyler, Andre Stevenson, Julia Billingsley, Kase 
Poling, Rex Willis, Brett Netto, Seyi Olusina, Hans Robinson, & Robert Sebek 
 
Absent: Karen DePauw, Michael Friedlander, Guru Ghosh, Steve McKnight, Bryan Brown, Anita Puckett, 
Chris Lawrence, Mary Marchant (with notice), Judy Alford (with notice), Brian Huddleston, Katrina Loan, 
Teresa Lyons (with notice), Annette Bailey, Jeannie Layton-Dudding, John Massey (with notice), Christine 
Tysor, Michele Waters, Prateek Mishra, Avalon Roche, & Peter Shaw 
 
Guests: Tom Brown, Matt Chan, D’Elia Chandler, Sam Easterling, Jack Finney, Chris Flynn, Rachel Gabriele, 
Rachel Holloway, Rick Sparks, & Chris Wise 
 
Dr. Sands called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
1.  Adoption of Agenda 
 
A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda.  The motion carried. 
 
2.  Announcement of approval and posting of minutes of November 13, 2017 
 
Dr. Sands noted that these minutes have been voted on electronically and can be publicly accessed on the 
Governance Information System on the Web (http://www.governance.vt.edu).   
 
3.  Old Business 
 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 
Resolution CUSP 2017-18B 
Resolution to Approve New Major: Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE), in Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy. 
 
Dr. Dean Stauffer presented this resolution for second reading and made a motion to approve.  The motion 
was seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
4.  New Business 
 
University Council 
Resolution UC 2017-18A 
Resolution to Amend the University Council By-Laws as Recommended by the Governance Task Force 
 



Ms. Sue Teel presented this resolution for first reading.  Ms. Teel informed the council members that this 
resolution is the result of a Governance Task Force that was established to collect data on the impacts of the 
CFA 2015-16B Resolution on Shared Governance, which required four commissions to refer their resolutions 
to the Faculty Senate for review.  The Task Force determined that there were no significant delays in the 
process when resolutions were sent to Faculty Senate for review.  This resolution will amend the University 
Council By-Laws further as recommended by the Governance Task Force to require all commissions to send 
their resolutions to the Faculty Senate, the Staff Senate, the Graduate Student Assembly, and the Student 
Government Association for review prior to being brought to University Council for first reading.  Dr. John Ferris 
informed the council that both the Faculty Senate and the Commission on Faculty Affairs unanimously 
approved this resolution. 
 
5.  Announcement of Approval and Posting of Commission Minutes 
 
These minutes have been voted on electronically and will be posted on the University web 
(http://www.governance.vt.edu).  Note that the purpose of voting on Commission minutes is to accept them for 
filing.  University Council By-laws require that policy items be brought forward in resolution form for University 
Council action. 
 
 Commission on Equal Opportunity and Diversity 

May 1, 2017 
October 9, 2017 
 

 Commission on Faculty Affairs 
November 3, 2017 
 

 Commission on Graduate Studies and Policies 
November 1, 2017 
 

 Commission on Outreach and International Affairs 
October 19, 2017 

 
 Commission on Staff Policies and Affairs 

September 26, 2017 
 
 Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 

October 23, 2017 
 

6.  Presentation 
 
Dr. Tom Brown and Dr. Chris Flynn gave a presentation on how Virginia Tech cares for students in crisis 
situations and prepares for potential student crises situations. (attached).  
 
7.  Announcement 
 
Mr. Seyi Olusina announced that the applications for the undergraduate and graduate representatives to the 
Board of Visitors for 2018-19 are currently being accepted.  All applicants have to attend an information 
session or meet with the current representatives as part of the process this year.  Undergraduate applicants 
can be rising juniors or seniors. 
 
7.  Other Item 
 
A question was raised regarding the ramifications of the Tax Reform Bill being proposed.  Dr. Sands indicated 
that he will have someone from the Virginia Tech Government Relations office give an update at one of the first 
University Council meetings of the spring semester. 



 
8.  Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 3:54 p.m. 
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Students in Crisis
Thomas E. Cook Counseling Center

Student Demand in the Past Decade

2007‐2008 2016‐2017 Percent Increase

Clients 645 3875 401%

Appointments 4134 23049 504%
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Students in Crisis

Self‐reported/Therapist Evaluated as Crisis
 Appointments 6%

 Clients 5%

Status Functioning at Appointment ‐ Therapist Evaluated

0 Non‐Crisis 96% (15,554)

1 Possible Suicidal Ideation 3% (506)

2 Hospitalization/Follow‐Up 1% (106)

Hospitalizations  2016‐2017

Temporary Detention Order/Emergency Custody Order
• 66

Presenting Concerns

1. Suicidal Ideation 33

2. Self‐Harm  16

3. Unable to Care/Psychosis 14

4. Threat to Others 2
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Hearing Results

• Released at Hearing 30

• Voluntary Hospitalization 13

• Involuntary Hospitalization 18

Role of the Case Manager/Coordinator of Emergency Services

1. Crisis Consultation

2. Assist with Hospitalization (ACCESS Evaluation/Direct Admit to NH)

3. Attend Hearing/Parental Notification

4. Obtain Consent to Share Information with CARE Team/Threat 
Assessment

5. Coordinate Discharge with Student/Hospital/Family

6. Treatment Plan (Note to Dean/Leave of Absence/Academic Relief)

7. Counseling/Psychiatric Follow‐up

8. Supervise Staff



UNIVERSITY COUNCIL MEETING 
December 4, 2017 

3:00 p.m. 
1045 Pamplin Hall 

AGENDA 
 
1. Adoption of Agenda Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
2. Announcement of approval and posting of minutes of November 13, 2017 Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
 These minutes have been voted on electronically and will be posted on the 

 University web. 
 
 

   
3. Old Business Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
 Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 

Resolution CUSP 2017-18B 
Resolution to Approve New Major:  Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE), in Bachelor of 
Arts in Philosophy 

Dr. Dean Stauffer 

   
4. New Business Dr. Timothy Sands 
   
 University Council 

Resolution UC 2017-18A 
Resolution to Amend the University Council By-Laws as Recommended by the Governance Task 
Force (Includes Governance Task Force report as requested by CSA Resolution 2015-16B & 
CFA Resolution 2015-16D.) 

Mr. Robert Sebek 

   
5. Announcement of acceptance and posting of Commission Minutes 

These minutes have been accepted for filing by electronic vote and will be posted on the 
University web.  Note that the purpose of voting on Commission minutes is to accept them for 
filing.  University Council By-laws require that policy items be brought forward in resolution form 
for University Council action. 
 
Commission on Equal Opportunity and Diversity 

May 1, 2017 

October 9, 2017 

 
Commission on Faculty Affairs 

November 3, 2017 

 
Commission on Graduate Studies and Policies 

November 1, 2017 

 
Commission on Outreach and International Affairs 

October 19, 2017 

 
Commission on Staff Polices and Affairs 

September 26, 2017 

 
Commission on Undergraduate Studies and Policies 

October 23, 2017 

Dr. Timothy Sands 

   
   



   
6. Presentation 

How Virginia Tech Cares for Students in Crisis Situations and Prepares for Potential Student 
Crisis Situations 

Dr. Tom Brown 
Dr. Chris Flynn 

   
7. Adjournment Dr. Timothy Sands 
 




